Anti-idiotypic antibody abagovomab in advanced ovarian cancer.
Ovarian cancer is the fifth most common malignancy with approximately 22,000 newly diagnosed cases each year in the USA. Standard of care after cytoreductive surgery is the application of carboplatin and paclitaxel. The newly developed anti-idiotypic monoclonal antibody abagovomab demonstrated promising results in Phase I/II trials. This new type of drug is currently being tested in a Phase II/III trial in ovarian cancer patients with a complete response after standard first-line chemotherapy. Activating the cancer hosts immune system is a new strategy that is worth being pursued in the fight against ovarian cancer.